Tendering & realization
In 1903 the independent royal town of Szeged put out the construction works for a water tower with the capacity of 1000m3
to tender. The successful tender for the construction of the
tower was Szilárd Zielinski’s plan.
Zielinski based both the structure of the truss and the storage
tank on reinforced concrete technology, which was well ahead
of his time as no operating water tower existed at that time in
Hungary with this technology.
The water tower and the storage tank was the determining
element of the just forming systems for “permanent water
companies”. The marvellous ornament was constructed in secessionist style according to the plans of Flóris Korb, whilst the
execution works praise the activity done by the Henrik Freund
and Sons Company.
The construction became ready in November or December
of 1904. The works took only one and a half years, which
concerning the conditions of the work at that time is outstanding as reinforced technology was at its initial phase,
without sliding shuttering technology, cement mixer or tower
crane, the construction was completed not on taking advantage of prefabricated elements, only on the scaffolding of the
whole tower and pure manual manpower.
The introduction of the complete water tower
As for the structure we can identify two major parts. One of
them is the storage tank with the capacity of 1000 m3, which is
based with its reinforced concrete plate on the beaming of the
tower balancing the bearing forces of the hydraulic pressure on
its own.
The other main element is the supporting structure of beams and
supporting-pillars operating as a symmetrical structure around its
axis. The complexity of the structure can be made perceptible by
the 540 rods and 240 intersections. There is a reinforced concrete
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staircase running through the whole length of the tower. Under the
storage tank they are formed between the area of the inner and
outer pillars, while there is an inner central spiral stair leading all
way up the upper section to the view tower occupying the space
between four main pillars. The speciality of this construction is that
it stairs run through the middle of the storage tank itself. The tower
is 46 meters high from the ground to the uppermost view tower.
The reinforced concrete structure of the flagpole erects to an extra 9 meter height. The general feature of the tower is that all her
component is made of reinforced concrete elements: the foundation, the supporting structure, the storage tank, the spiral stairs, the
flagpole, even the entrance door, not talking about the door handle.
The water tower of Szent István Square is one of the first water
towers of the technology. It is such an amazing construction that it
played a model role for decades. Now she is the oldest still operating structure of her kind in Hungary.
The reconstruction works
The tower operates from her construction in 1904. Somehow
the passing more than 100 years left its trace on her causing
severe damage on the whole supporting structure and the
storage tank itself as well.
The plans for the reconstructions were prepared by Function
and Structure Engineering Office featuring dr. Ernô Körmöczi
and András Szolga. The concrete work was done by “Tower
Consortium” formed by SADE Hungary and Techno Consult
Ltd. The actual works took place from August of 2005 to the
end of May 2006.
In the tower visitors can take pleasure not only by having a look
at the beauty of the structure, but there is an exhibition with
paintings, drawings, photos and photo-drawings introducing
the making of soda water and the history of physics, while one
can enjoy the view on the city from the view-tower.
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The visiting hours of the Water Tower in Szent István Square
Opening hours
From 1 April to 31 October on the first Saturday of every month between 10 am and 4 pm can be visited
the Water Tower.
On these days, anybody may look at the Water Tower and the exhibitions furnished in him, without
booking in advance.
The Water Tower can be visited after buying an entrance ticket.
Appointments
The tower can be visited after having made an appointment for groups of at least 10 people (on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday). In order to make an appointment please contact us on workdays between 8 am and
3 pm: at Szegedi Vízmű Zrt. – Drinking Water Producing Department, phone number: +36 62/558-844,
vizmu@szegedivizmu.hu
The Water Tower can be visited after buying an entrance ticket available at Tourinform Office, after having
made an appointment with the Szegedi Vízmű Zrt.
Ticket offices
•

Tourinform Office
6720 Szeged, Széchenyi tér 12., +36-62/488-690, szeged@tourinform.hu, www.szegedtourism.hu

•

Water Tower in Szent István Square
Only during opening hours (see above)

Admission fees
	
For adults: HUF 610/person; For student and pensioners: HUF 400/person; Under 6: Free; Reduction for
groups: No reduction; Guardians with groups of students: HUF 400/person.

During special programs
	Szegedi Vízmű Zrt. organises Open Days twice a year, during this program on Fridays visiting the tower
is free, on Saturdays and Sundays you have to buy a cheap ticket (220 Ft/person).
	During other public programs you also have to buy a cheap ticket (220 Ft/person) to visit the tower.
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